Abstract -The initial data of a long-term research programme aimed at determining the silvicultural choices for management of ageing holm oak coppices are reported. The 
INTRODUCTION
In ancient times the holm oak was considered a sacred tree. Reverence for this tree probably derives from its importance to the economy, uncommon vigour and longevity as well as its modest requirements when grown both as a coppice or high forest. As noted by Pavari [19] , and still today, many place names in Italy are in reference to this species. Holm oak wood was considered as an optimum fuel, as it still is today, and also was used to make tools and other objects subject to considerable wear. Its bark was used in the tanning industry, and the acorns and brushwood were used for food and bedding in the breeding of both wild and domestic animals.
Holm oak woods have played and continue to play a key role in soil conservation in protecting the soil from excessive insolation, leaching and erosion, even in extremely difficult geomorphological con- ditions.
In spite of the human intervention of replacing the holm oak with other species where pedological and geomorphological conditions allow, due to its uncommon resilience in unfavourable conditions and its capacity to colonize the most impervious areas, the holm oak justly remains one of the species characteristic of the Mediterranean landscape. As observed by Pignatti [20] [2, [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] 21] . Studies on biomass estimation equations for individual holm oak were developed in Spain [6, 7] and in Italy [4, 5] . A survey on the potential wood production and coppice rotations of holm oak has been carried out by Hermanin and Pollini [16] The results show that the holm oak coppice meets all the requirements for continuing with this form of management.
The number of reserve trees to be left standing should also be governed by the shoot-bearing capacity of the stumps and by the abundance and frequency of acorn production. In this respect, the holm oak has excellent characteristics both in terms of agamic regeneration and in terms of fruiting.
